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‘TOWN BALL

Park Avenue
Whitesboro, Oneida County

Hew York

Owner: Whitesboro.

Pate of Eresction: 1807.

Architect and Bullder: No record.

Pregent Condition: Good.

Number of Stories: Two, and bssement.

Materials of Construection: Brick and stucco.
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Other Existing Records: Sse text.

Additional Dats: See following pages.
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THE TOWN HALL AT WHITESBORO, N. Y.

The town of Whitestownf in which is located the subject

of this survey, played an important part in the early history of
the State. Within the present limits of the township was fought
the hloody Battle of Oriskany, considered by many to be the
turning point of the American Revolution.

T™e town waa foundad ag a part of Montgomery County by
an act of the Legislature March 7th 1788, and its eastern boundary
was fixed at a line which runs on the west szide of what is now
fenesee 3t., Utica, north and south to the state boundaries. Its
other boundaries were, on ths south, the Pennsylvania staie line,
gnd on the north and wast, the limits of New York State. Within
thiz territory, compriszing an arsa of 12 million mcres, were
looated four of the five nationsof the Iroguols, the rich agri-
cultural lands of western New York, the beautiful Finger lLake
region and the Niagara Frontier.

The town being near ths headwaters of the Mohawk River
was truly the gateway to the West., In this advance to ths west,
Hugh Fhite left his home in Connecticut in 1784, with his fatiily,
to take up land, and finding the country suitable for his purpose,
purchased 1268 acres, He soon became a man of influsnce, due to
hig fair treatmant of the Indians mnd settlere alike, and so
when the township was founded it was given his name.

In the division of the vast territory of Monigomery

County in to other counties, Whitestown becams the county eeat
of what was then Herkimer County which extended to the present
Ontario County, Coult was held in the echool house on or near
the site of the present town hall and Hugh White sat as one of
the side jadges. Onelda Ceunty which was subsequently founded,
incliuded what i3 now Oewsgo, Jefferson, lewis and St Lawrence
Counties, and Whitestown and Rome were both dssignated as county
saats., On April 6th 1806, the supervisors authorized the conatruc-
tion of court homses at each place. Both bulldings are suppossd
th have been very much alike, if noi exactly, and were built of
briok which was poled up the Mohawk River from Albany. The Rome
Conrt House was burned in 1847, leaving the Whitestown building
probably the oldest ons in the state yet standing, built as a
court house.

Hugh White donsted the site of the court house along
with a park to the county with the provieion that if it ceased
t0 be the county seat it shomld revert to his heirs. The neigh-
boring city of Utics becoming the more iImportant town, the county
saat was moved there, but in 1860 Fhilo White, a grandson of the
donor, gave the coubt house and park to the town of Whitestown

¥ Town is Whitesbare Townstipis Whites tow
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t0 be used a3 a Town Hall amyd Coumell @hanbe r.

Two interesting PR ts of lesral hist ory were furnished
by this town. In 1805 the Court of Brrors héd the first
chancary case in the stats On righis in a sGrsam of water as
affected by accupation and “the unwrit teld agreiments vetween the
proprietora of adjacent 1an@®es, Ixm 1809 this town gave the
Supreme Court its first cssea on the Law of escapes. The Jjail
liverties hare, which were ®ree { o imprismeddebtors, were s0
astablished that a certain =idewa Jk was within the lberty but
a certain rosdway was not, 4dpersm, 3btrolling on s winter day,
found this sidewalk encume®ed wi th a snowdrift, and he stepped
out into the roadway and vallked there a fev rods; and the sheriff
being sued for this as an e=kgype, vas condsmmed to pay the creditor
the whole judgment, being ower $5 ,000.00. i3 there were no
pracedenta covering these cmses im American law the arguments wers
made citing English law.

The above is compiled £romz Descriptive Work on Oneida
County, edited by Daniel E. Wager , the Boston History Co¢. Publishers,
1896. ‘whitestown Centenial iddress by Hon. Chas. Tracy, June 1884,
and Tranactions (Oneida Con®y Hia tori cal Societyr.

David 3. Dobson,
Author
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